A case study is reported of an anorexia nervosa mother who battered her elder male child ('battered baby') and in collusion with her psychopathic husband starved to death her 10-week-old daughter. The Since the death of the baby Mrs P has lost another stone in weight (present weight 42.7 kg). Mr P is still not working and the family is living on social securit benefits.
Summary
A case study is reported of an anorexia nervosa mother who battered her elder male child ('battered baby') and in collusion with her psychopathic husband starved to death her 10-week-old daughter. The association of anorexia nervosa in the mother with death by starvation has not previously been reported in the literature. The possible underlying psychopathology is briefly discussed.
THIS paper describes the case of a woman with a history of anorexia nervosa, who battered her first child and starved her second child to death. The matter came to attention during a major research study into the psychiatric aspects of parents of battered babies. The association of anorexia nervosa in a mother with failure to thrive and death of her child does not appear to have been previously reported.
Case report
Mrs P when first seen was aged 22 years. In August 1967 she was involved in an automobile accident. Her Intelligence, personality and attitude tests were given to Mrs P 3 months after the death of her child.
These showed an IQ of 84 (WAIS) and on the Eysenck Personality Inventory (EPI) an extremely high N score and an E score well above average. Her lie (L) score was very low.
Fould's test (Caine, Foulds & Hope, 1967) showed her to be extremely hostile, chiefly towards other people but with considerable self-criticism and guilt. As she was still denying responsibility for the death of her child and failing to express grief she was given the TAT (Murray, 1943) . Her responses were brief and could generally be taken to indicate lack of involvement. However, the chief emotions expressed in her stories were anxiety, guilt and fear sometimes linked with physical aggression and in the final story, personal dejection and pre-occupation with an undefined lost object.
An inquiry into difficulties around the time when her baby was alive showed that she had found the child extremely demanding. Scores on a semantic differential scale (Osgood, Suci and Tannenbaum, 1957) (Koel, 1969; Bullard et al., 1967 , Barbero & Shaheen, 1967 . These studies have hypothesized that failure to thrive and battering of children are on a continuum. This case also illustrates this hypothesis.
Introduction
The vast majority of acquired infections with the protozoan parasite, Toxoplasma gondii, are symptomless and are recognized by finding serum antibodies (Beverley, 1969) . The commonest clinical manifestation of acquired toxoplasmosis is a glandular-fever-like syndrome with a negative Paul Bunnell reaction (Siim, 1956) . Other modes of presentation described include uveitis (Duke-Elder, Ashton & Brihaye-van Geertruyden, 1953) , atypical pneumonia (Ludlam & Beattie, 1963) , myositis (Chandar, Mair & Mair, 1968) , myocarditis (Mullan, Henry & Beverley, 1968) , and hepatitis (Vischer, Bernheim & Engelbrecht, 1967) . Meningo-encephalitis, the most important feature of congenital toxoplasmosis (Nutt & Beverley, 1963) (Beverley, 1969; Fleck, 1971 
